Developing Resilience

Hebrews 11 comes to mind in terms of a list of people who faced all sorts of struggles yet stayed the course and were
found to be faithful. I particularly like the ones mentioned after verse 34 because although they are not named, (thus not
individually known) clearly they are known by God and considered to be great men and women of faith.
Glenda has mentioned over the last few weeks things we can do to help us build up our resilience. So here’s a different
way to think about our current situation:
We have a great opportunity to practice those habits and grow our resilience:


To become stronger so that we are able to be a blessing to others.



To press into God and draw on his strength, to be able to provide hope to those around us.



To grow in faith so we are able to provide support and encouragement to those who are struggling.

This is our opportunity to ask God “What do you want to do with me during this time to bring a blessing to those around
me”.
I have started doing this and it is helping me see the opportunities God is creating out of the hardship. I am still feeling flat
at times, sad about not seeing family and frustrated with the restrictions but at least I can see little glimmers of hope and
opportunities for blessing as well.
We will get through this. Blessings, Dave

For the link, check your email (with this Navigate)
or contact the church office:
office@newpeninsula.com.au

SEP 13 2020

navigate

Resilience is a key part of living in a broken world. There will always be challenges and issues to deal with. The
bible is full of stories of people who suffered hardship and difficulty and yet still managed to serve God and
bless others around them.

Starts this Thursday 17th Sep @ 7:30pm

What to expect:
Alpha Online is for anyone who wants to explore the Christian faith, has questions about Life and is interested in hearing the views of others.
Each week, as a guest, you will log in, watch a short dynamic film, and then have a small group conversation exploring such topics as ‘Is there more to
Life than this?’ You will have fun too, and all in just over an hour!.
Come along to our first night and check it out! - You won’t regret it.
Or send an invite to a friend or that family member you have been praying for.

NOW IS THE TIME………..
TO REGISTER: https://www.newpeninsula.com.au/alpha.html

FOR MORE INFORMATION: https://www.alpha.org/about/
EMAIL ANY QUESTIONS TO: alpha@newpeninsula.com.au

We first met at a failed attempt to steal another college's mascot (a goat) during orientation
week at Melbourne University in 1989. It was a cool night, and Matt strategically lent Cathy his
college jumper, which led to a necessary second meeting with her! Thirty one years later, they
live in Mt. Martha with two sons (Ben in year 12, Tom in year 9) and a daughter Jessica who is
studying Law/International Studies at ANU in Canberra. The whole family enjoys music, and
Friday nights after work (both Cathy and Matt are local GP's), Matt usually arrives home to see
Cathy dancing to the sounds of ‘The Cat Empire’ in the kitchen whilst cooking up a storm (she
is an incredible cook and Matt has to work hard to keep his weight under control). Walking is
another favourite activity for us, and some of our best refreshing times have been spent hiking
and enjoying many different landscapes on our journey. Highlights have been the Three Capes
track in Tasmania, and trekking in Nepal.
Our faith journey has included time spent in Baptist, Anglican and Assembly of God churches.
We have been attending New Peninsula Church for many years, certainly prior to its transition
to Craigie Road.
At present with Covid, even though it has been difficult, our intent has been to continue growing
our faith using online resources and connecting where possible. As with hiking, the current
pandemic can at times make us feel like we're climbing a never ending hill, but we encourage
ourselves to take one step at a time, and the view from the top..... who knows yet how
extraordinary that is going to be!
Blessings to you all Matt and Cathy Evans.

Hope

Wandering around my garden this week I noticed my budding pinot noir
grape vines and they reminded me of the importance of having hope and a
belief that things will get better. These buds lie dormant throughout the
darkness and cold of winter. They simply just ‘survive’ until their time comes
to bloom and they are able to start their wondrous journey of growth. I’m
always amazed how locked up in that tiny little bud are the plans that guide
the growth of that bud into a vigorous vine with (hopefully for my sake)
abundant fruit!
In John 15:5 we read “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing.” Just like the buds on the vines, many of us may feel that we have
been in a physically dormant state these past few months. But there is hope
we will flourish. And we know that locked away inside of us are the plans
that Jesus has for abundant growth for all of us. All we need to do is to
remain in Him.
God bless Mim Gaetano.

For

His many blessings.

For

the opportunities He is providing for us to be Christ to our family,
neighbours and friends.

For

God’s people encouraging each other.

For

His many provisions.

For

the Kids and Families’ teams seeking to encourage and retain strong
connections.

For

the many dedicated health workers who continue to serve us.

Anna

and Paul White & family in the Arabian Peninsula give praise that
they have been able to occupy themselves well during the hot summer
break and that Covid restrictions are gradually lessening, with the country
deciding the economy must restart.

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS
To Justin Mason who will celebrate a special birthday on Tuesday 15
September.
Enjoy your special day as you celebrate with your family. Happy Birthday!
LETTER FROM GLENDA & DAVE
There appears to be a ‘Second Wave’ of deliveries of the ‘special gift for
you’.
Apparently some mail went via the Sydney sorting centre, to then be
returned to Melbourne!
If you still haven’t received your letter please inform Lesley
(email: lesley@newpeninsula.com.au or phone 5973 8888).

A BLESSING: A Tsunami of Love – Andrew Hope
For

our families.

For

our Year 12 & Year 6 students who are experiencing a very different
year from what they were anticipating.

May the Holy Spirit come as a tidal wave of love,
A gentle tsunami of love, to wash over New Peninsula.
In that love may tense relationships be eased

For

those who are facing major decisions in the next few weeks.

In that love may lonely lives be comforted

For

those who are grieving.

In that love may corona-fearing hearts be quietened

For

our state and federal leaders.

For

those who are feeling isolated and alone.

For

those who are waiting for, or recovering from, surgery.

For

the Senior Pastor Search Committee.

So may we all become aware

For

both the team and participants of Alpha (commences Thursday).

That we are being refreshed

For

the great army of missionaries and mission agencies who are
working in countries ravaged by Covid. Pray for their daily protection and
wisdom to minister to the sick who, in many instances have no medical
care or food, are anxious and frightened. Pray that that these sick people
will find strength & hope in the love of Jesus Christ.

In that love may hurting bodies be healed
In that love may hungry souls know the sure and certain truth
That Jesus Christ is Lord,
To the glory of God the Father.

In the mighty love of God.
Amen.

God is with us and we will make it through this pandemic.
2 Cor 1:3-4 is a great passage to keep in mind.
“

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God”.
A lot has been said about what we can’t do but it’s time to focus on what can we do.
After the 13th of September, “two people or a household can meet outdoors for a maximum of two hours for social interaction, exercise or recreation
within 5km of their home.”
Also, “people living alone or single parents can nominate one person with whom they can form a ‘single social bubble’. The ‘single social bubble’
allows you to visit each other for social connection. Single parents with dependents (including young children) who cannot be left alone will be allowed
to include the dependents in the bubble. If you live in metropolitan Melbourne you can only form a bubble with someone in metropolitan Melbourne, not
regional Victoria.”
It’s time to get creative and make this work for us.
If you want to read up on all the details of this first stage roadmap you can find the information at here at
https://www.vic.gov.au/first-step-coronavirus-road-to-recovery.

13 Sep

The Wise Family

20 Sept

Wise friends & Acquaintances

27 Sep

Work & Wisdom

,

‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends’.
(John 15:13)

I just want to remind everyone to keep praying for, and looking for
ways to support, the families and business that are suffering financial
hardship as a result of the government restrictions. Remember our
food pantry ministry maybe able to help you if it is needed.
Thank you again to all those who continue to give during this time.
As always the details are below for the methods of electronic giving.

 'Like' our Facebook page @newpeninsula
 Follow our Instagram account newpen_bc
 Subscribe to our YouTube channel New Peninsula Baptist Church
 Listen to Podcasts? You can subscribe to New Peninsula Baptist Church

to listen to the sermons.

NPBC General offerings
(Please indicate whether it is for MM or RB)

BSB 063 539 Acc. # 1038 8044

Pop onto our website - our 'church online' button on the home screen will
take you straight to our YouTube account.

NPBC Donation Fund

Alternatively, click on the 'media' tab on the website to access the podcasts,
YouTube channel for sermons and our weekly Navigate.

(Tax deductible, please include your name for an annual receipt)

Our offices are currently closed, but we may still be contacted by:
Website: www.newpeninsula.com.au
Email:
office@newpeninsula.com.au
Phone:
Mount Martha 5973 8888
Phone:
Rosebud 5982 0889 (please leave a message)

NPBC School Building Fund

To contact a pastor urgently: 0407 311 185 (After Hours only)
PRAYER CHAIN email:
prayerchain@newpeninsula.com.au
DVD or CD’s of the messages
can be ordered through the church offices.

BSB 063 539 Acc. # 1060 5168

(Tax deductible, please include your name for an annual receipt)

BSB 063 539 Acc. # 1060 5272
NP Community Caring (NPCCI)
(Tax deductible, please include your name for an annual receipt)

BSB 063 539 Acc. # 1031 4088
These accounts can be used for internet banking or local branch
deposits.

